drinkstoneclerk@gmail.com

From: Richard Parmee <Richard.Parmee@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk>
Sent: 25 February 2026 16:30

To: BMSDC Biodiversity

Subject: Meadow Management - Supporting our Pollinators

Dear Clerk,

Since 2022, Mid Suffolk DC has been managing some areas of grass as meadows, letting the grass and native
wildflowers grow to support wildlife, in particular pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies. We call this
approach meadow management. This involves altering the mowing regime, switching from regular monthly visits
to aninitial cut at the start of the season (March or April), then leaving the grass uncut until September or October,
at which point the areas are cut and the material removed.

The area under meadow management has gradually increased, but we want to have more areas managed in this
way, where it is both suitable to do so and there is broad public support.

Not everywhere is suitable. We avoid small areas, those where long grass may affect road visibility, play spaces
and those clearly valued by local people for meeting, dog walking, etc.

Not everyone likes the change. Many feel that all grass in our towns and villages should be kept short. However,
increasingly we are getting more calls for us to stop mowing so often, frequently when people notice wildflowers
appearing in between cuts.

| am contacting you to ask for help in identifying areas within your town or village that could both be suitable and
supported by those that live close to and use them. You may know of areas already, or environmental groups in
your area that are asking for such a change. Alternatively, perhaps you could ask for suggestions and gauge
opinion via a parish newsletter or website.

If you have areas that may be suitable, we first assess them before making any decision. We also want to be
confident that any change from regular mowing is what local people want. We can carry out local consultation, if
needed, and will instal signs on new areas to ensure people know what we are doing and why. We are keen that
any expansion in our meadow management areas is driven by our residents

Any new area would be trialled for one year — no change would be made permanent until we know it works and is
locally supported. Sometimes, when we leave a site unmown it can uncover problem plants or tree suckers,
which would mean the area is best mown regularly again. Perhaps the result is disappointing to local people, with
little but grass. We can either go back to mowing or can enrich such areas with wildflower seed. Sometimes, we
find a wealth of wildflowers that have been hidden by regular mowing.

We can only change to meadow management on areas we mow. Sometimes, areas of grass may belong to others
and we can’t make any changes to them —though we are happy to advise others if they are interested in taking the
same approach.

All the areas of grass we mow, along with those already in meadow management, can be found on our online
mapping page:

BMSDC Webmap




You can easily find them by clicking on the layers to the left of the map, looking for Public Realm Maintenance
Contracts, clicking on the little arrow to the left of this to expand layers beneath, then checking the Grass Cutting

box:
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Increasing the meadow management area is a key focus for us in our Biodiversity Action Plan. We would be very
grateful for any local help you can provide on this.

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or would like to help.
Kind regards,

Richard Parmee

Biodiversity Manager

01449 724 762
07927 589 614
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Emails sent to and from this organisation will be monitored in accordance with the law to ensure
compliance with policies and to minimize any security risks. The information contained in this email or
any of its attachments may be privileged or confidential and is intended for the exclusive use of the
addressee. Any unauthorised use may be unlawful. If you receive this email by mistake, please advise
the sender immediately by using the reply facility in your email software. Opinions, conclusions and
other information in this email that do not relate to the official business of Babergh District Council
and/or Mid Suffolk District Council shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by Babergh
District Council and/or Mid Suffolk District Council.

Babergh District Council and Mid Suffolk District Council (BMSDC) will be Data Controllers of the
information you are providing. As required by the Data Protection Act 2018 the information will be kept
safe, secure, processed and only shared for those purposes or where itis allowed by law. In some
circumstances however we may need to disclose your personal details to a third party so that they can
provide a service you have requested, or fulfil a request for information. Any information about you that
we pass to a third party will be held securely by that party, in accordance with the Data Protection Act
2018 and used only to provide the services or information you have requested.

For more information on how we do this and your rights in regards to your personal information and how
to access it, visit our website.



